Primary headache and epilepsy: a multicenter cross-sectional study.
The prevalence and characteristics of interictal headache, epilepsy and headache/epilepsy comorbidity were assessed in 858 women and 309 men aged 18-81 years from headache and epilepsy centers in Italy. The research hypothesis was that comorbidity among patients with either disorder would be expected to be higher than in the general population. Interictal headache was diagnosed in 675 cases (migraine 482; tension-type headache 168; other types 25), epilepsy in 336 (partial 171; generalized 165) and comorbidity in 156 (1.6% from headache centers; 30.0% from epilepsy centers). Patients with epilepsy, headache and comorbidity differed in a number of demographic and clinical aspects. However, for both headache and epilepsy, a family history of the same clinical condition was equally prevalent in patients with and without comorbidity. These findings do not support the purported association between headache and epilepsy.